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SCHOOL TERM DATES 2011 

Statement by Minister for Education 
DR E. CONSTABLE (Churchlands — Minister for Education) [12.06 pm]: School term dates are 
recommended by a cross-sectoral working party five years in advance. Following this recommendation, term 
dates are set three years in advance for government schools by the director general under the requirement in 
section 117 of the School Education Act 1999 and published in the Government Gazette. Although non-
government schools are not required by law to have the same term dates as government schools, they generally 
have the same or similar dates. 

Term dates for 2011 were gazetted in December 2007—three years in advance, as required under the act. At the 
same time, government and non-government school students in years 3, 5, 7 and 9 participate in the National 
Assessment Program — Literacy and Numeracy, otherwise known as the NAPLAN tests. In 2007, it was 
determined by the Australian Education Systems Officials Committee—AESOC—that NAPLAN tests would be 
held in the second week of May. All states and territories are required to undertake the testing on the same days 
nationwide. In Western Australia, for the 2011 school year, this would have meant that the NAPLAN testing 
would have commenced on the students’ first day back at school, whereas in other states and territories it is in 
the second or third week of the term. Commencing the tests on the first day of term would therefore place 
Western Australian students at a disadvantage when compared with students in other states and territories, 
leaving them with no time to settle back into school routines before the testing program began. Again, with 
NAPLAN tests scheduled for the first day of term 2 and with the vast size of Western Australia, I was advised 
that it would be impossible to distribute the test materials on time and maintain their security. Clearly, the school 
term dates for 2011 in Western Australia are not compatible with the commencement date for testing in 2011. 

Various attempts have been made to resolve this matter through the senior education officials in each state and 
territory, including having the test commencement date deferred by one week. Agreement on this and other 
propositions put to the states and territories was not achieved. 

Following concerns and comments from a number of key stakeholders in recent weeks, the Director General of 
Education, on 18 June 2010, requested that I give consideration to making a minor adjustment to the school term 
dates for 2011. Accordingly, I agree with the director general’s advice for teachers and students to attend schools 
on Thursday, 5 May, and Friday, 6 May 2011. To compensate, I also agree that students and teachers should not 
attend schools on Wednesday, 20 April, and Thursday, 21 April 2011, to make up for those days. Therefore, in 
2011, term 1 will finish two days earlier, on Tuesday, 19 April, and term 2 will commence two days earlier, on 
Thursday, 5 May. This change will provide schools with three days—that is, 5, 6 and 9 May—to distribute the 
test materials statewide and in a secure manner, and for students to settle back into school and be prepared for 
the NAPLAN testing. I have also requested that the Director General of Education make the necessary 
arrangements with her colleagues in other states and territories to put in place procedures that ensure that this 
problem does not arise in future years.  
 


